TERM:  Spring 2024
COURSE TITLE: Reading & Writing Genres: Geo-Fictions
COURSE NUMBER:  ENGL 2400.01 
SECTION TIMES/DAYS: MWF 3:05 pm - 4:15 pm
INSTRUCTOR:  Professor Harris
COURSE DESCRIPTION/PRINCIPAL TOPICS

This course will explore a genre termed geo-fictions, a strand of ecological-themed fiction where geological forces, or even the Earth itself, are central actants of the plot. These works depict a deeply interconnected world where humans lose some of their privileged status and become enmeshed with other presences in the text (animals, plants, environments). Developing an understanding of the genre’s parameters will widen our understanding of the possibilities of fiction and its potential purposes within a rapidly changing planetary situation. Drawing on a range of critical work and fiction from diverse cultural contexts, the course will center on different ways in which specific texts imagine and facilitate a planetary ethical, ecological perspective. 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will

· learn to analyze a genre, form, or mode by writing critically about it

· become able to write original work in a genre, form, or mode

· identify salient characteristics of geo-fiction

· analyze texts in terms of the generic characteristics

PREREQUISITES/RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND
Disciplinary Research
REQUIRED TEXTS

Jules Verne, Journey to the Center of the Earth

A.S. Byatt, “Stone Woman”

Louise Erdich, “The Stone”

Ruth Ozeki, A Tale for the Time Being

M.K. Jemisin, The Fifth Season
COURSE WORK / EXPECTATIONS

· Course reading journal: engaged responses to critical readings and fictions.

· Genre analysis exercises

· Comparative analysis of two texts

· 1 short story

· Workshop assessment
This course fulfills the following undergraduate English Major requirement: 

Note: LD denotes a lower-division course and UD denotes an upper-division course.
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1

